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The Circuit Rider Published January 16, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to 
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/2D2B5B9FCF6E4D5D88C2DD02BC67A8D5_2011_MississippiConference_UMC_Journal-Vol1.pdf  
to view or download.

John 2:1-11
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Changes Water Into Wine 

2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more 
wine.” 4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each hold-
ing from twenty to thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.

8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, 9 and the master of the 
banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first 
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him.
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• January 15-17, 2013 (Tuesday through Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will attend the Connectional 
Table in Nashville, TN.

• January 17-20, 2013 (Thursday through Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will attend the Quadrennial Training Event for Teams of Conference Leaders in Nashville, TN.  

• January 21, 2013 (Monday) 
Bishop Swanson will attend the 27th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Unity Award Breakfast in Columbus, Georgia, at 
the Convention and Trade Center, beginning at seven. This event is sponsored by the Delta Iota Lambda Chapter of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and the Delta Iota Lambda Educational Foundation, Inc.

• January 27, 2013 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will make the last stop on his district tour to the New Albany District. The Bishop will preach at 11:00 
a.m. at St. Paul UMC in Ripley, Mississippi. There will also be a New Albany District Rally hosted by New Albany First 
UMC at 3:00 p.m. with singing from the Rust College A Cappella Choir followed by a reception.  

• January 28-30, 2013 (Monday through Wednesday) 
Bishop Swanson will be on hand for the Clergy Leadership Conference that will be held at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon, 
Mississippi.

MS Mission Shares Highest  
Since 2006
By Jasmine Haynes

The numbers are crunched and the preliminary totals 
are in.  The Mississippi United Methodist Conference 
increased mission shares by giving $12,794,637.95 in 
2012.  That’s 82.55 percent of the 15.5 million-dollar goal and a 1.43 percent increase from last year’s 81.12 percent mission shares 
giving.

Conference Treasurer, David Stotts, was pleasantly surprised with the results.

“I’m excited that we are in an economy where the last part of the year was spent talking 
about the financial cliff and our gracious givers still gave more money,” said Stotts.  

Mission shares—formerly known as apportionment—refers to a goal of benevolence 
giving set by the Mississippi United Methodist Conference in order to fund the numer-
ous charities, scholarships, missions, community centers, domestic and international 
ministries, administrative costs and initiatives of the state and global church.  That goal 
of benevolence giving is then divvied up and passed on to the local churches after a 
formula calculates each church’s fair share.

Stotts attributes the growth in mission shares to those churches that paid 100 percent of 
their mission shares, those who increased their giving from last year and those churches 
who paid other churches’ mission shares as well as their own.  For example, Galloway 
United Methodist Church paid $3,000 towards the mission shares of Court Street 
United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

Redwood United Methodist Church in Vicksburg, Mississippi has given 110 percent in 
mission shares since 2005.

David Stotts (seated) telling Laura 
Rollins (standing) what a terrific job 
she is doing with in her short time as 

Account Receivables Coordinator.
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Unfortunately, a number of churches are having difficulty meeting their mission share objectives or seeing any increase at all.  Ac-
cording to Stotts, the finance and administration office normally receives between 12 and 15 percent of mission shares in the last 
eight days before the fiscal year end.  This is due to some churches making last minute efforts to give after all their expenses are 
paid for the year and they are now able to donate.

“Churches that wait until the end of the year hamper ministry because the ones that would receive the money can’t do the minis-
try because the money’s not there,” said Stotts. 

The Mississippi Children’s Home, Choctaw Mission, Mississippi Campus Ministries, Community centers like Bethlehem Center, 
Mississippi United Methodist Camping and Retreat Centers and the Board of Medical Benefits are just a few of the ministries and 
operating cost that depend heavily on mission shares for continuing ministry.

So what’s one suggestion to aid churches that may be financially unable to pay 100 percent?  Stotts proposes that churches who 
cannot reach their target determine what ministries supported by the Mississippi United Methodist Conference mission shares 
best line up with that church’s vision or mission.  Once the church decides what ministries to support, that church should focus 
on paying towards those ministries first and on a monthly basis as it relates to their total mission share target. 

The last day for local churches to send in their 2012 mission shares to the Mississippi United Methodist Conference was Thurs-
day, January 10.  In the few days leading up to the close out, Stotts joked that he anticipated singing ‘Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow’ with a special message:

“Thank you to the gracious givers sitting in the pews because if it wasn’t for you, we wouldn’t be doing ministry together,” said 
Stotts.

Prep for Winter Weather
It’s January 2013 and winter has come to Mississippi. Ice storms are occurring in the delta and north Mississippi and torrential 
rains throughout the rest of the state. Those who are affected by ice need to ensure back up plans for loss of power. Check on your 
congregation members, your neighbors, especially the young and the elderly.      

Rivers are on the rise. All churches and congregations that could be impacted by 
rising waters need to be prepared especially those communities near the Leaf River, 
the Pascagoula River, and the Pearl River. Congregations should be notified of any 
changes in services or programs. Everyone is encouraged to pay attention to the 
weather.   

Rev. Wayne Napier, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator commented on the 
latest weather situation. He stated that “personal safety always comes first. Then we 
should all check in with each other and with our neighbors.” Napier also encour-
ages churches to be sure documents and valuables are moved to higher ground if 
flooding may be a problem.      

The Mississippi Committee on Relief and the disaster response team will continue to monitor the weather reports. Urgent up-
dates may be posted on the MS Conference website www.mississippi-umc.org where links to facebook and twitter can be found. 
Messaging can be posted there as well.

Olympian Leads Staff Discussion on Customer Service   
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

A video clip from the 20th Olympic Games in Munich, Germany set the tone for a staff 
meeting at the Mississippi Annual Conference office. It captured what would become the best 
Olympic 800 meter run in history. The year was 1972. David Wottle representing the USA is 
in last place for most of the race then interestingly moves into third during the last 50 sec-
onds of the run to eventually cross the finish line for the gold! On this day, the cheers for him 
are from the Conference staff who gathered to hear Wottle speak on customer service. 

“The spirit of that moment never left me,” said Wottle who went on to have a successful 
career in admissions after the Olympics. He’s now the Interim Vice President for Enrollment 

David Wottle



Page 4

Management at Millsaps College. Speaking on the topic of serving guests, Wottle told the staff each of them has a role in provid-
ing good customer service to companions of the Conference.

Rev. Byrd Hillman, the MS United Methodist Conference Pension Liaison, appreciated the 
message. “The way you treat people initially is very, very important. Today reminds me that 
we all need to show our enthusiasm for what we do,” said Hillman.

“It’s interesting seeing how preparing for that Olympic event impacted his life and how you 
can implement those same skills in achieving goals in your life,” said Elizabeth Land, a senior 
religious studies major at Millsaps College and an intern with Ministerial Services.

Rev. Tim Thompson, the Administrative Assistant to Bishop James Swanson, Sr., said that 
Wottle was invited to help enhance the gifts and graces of the Conference staff to better serve 
the Annual Conference.

To view the video of Dave Wottle’s Olympic win visit the Conference Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524?ref=hl.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone 
are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. The service is another option for 
people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 
The Mississippi Annual Conference communications division partnered a year 
ago with Christian e-commerce and technology company, Buy From A Christian 
or bfac.com, to provide the service that is now available to those who want the 
updates.

“ConnecTText will be especially valuable for sharing Annual Conference an-
nouncements and other news about grants, scholarships, Christian continuing 
education and more,” said Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist for 
the MS Annual Conference.  

To sign up for ConnecTText:

1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.

2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.

3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

It is important to note that a ConnecTText is not a two way communications tool and anyone needing to contact the offices of the 
MS Annual Conference call 601-354-0515.

Human Relations Day Special Offering This Sunday  
From the United Methodist News Service

Offering Helps Homeless Man Beat Addiction

Pointing to a pretty brick bungalow just blocks from Little Rock’s historic 
Central High School, the smiling, affable man says proudly, “That’s mine. 
Twenty years ago, I would never have believed my son and I would be liv-
ing here. I was homeless, on the streets, on drugs.  I bought that home this 
year. God is good.”

Monte Payne has nothing but positive things to say about Theressa Hoover 
United Methodist Church, named for the Philander Smith College gradu-
ate.

One of the congregation’s greatest strengths is its Hoover Treatment 
Center, which for 20 years, has provided affordable, accessible and quality 

Monte Payne

Elizabeth Land



substance-abuse treatment. The center is an integral part of Better Community Developers Inc., formed in 1981 as the focal point 
for the church’s outreach ministries. BCD Inc. is just one of many programs that benefit from the annual Human Relations Day 
Sunday offering.

Born in Los Angeles 48 years ago, Payne served in both the Air Force and the Army National Guard. His abuse of crack cocaine 
and alcohol started there. Soon he was living on the streets.

“I was raised in a church,” he said, “but I had no spiritual component. I had issues with God. I was bitter at God. I thought there 
was no such thing as God ‘cause if there was such thing as God, why would I be homeless when I was raised in such a spiritual 
home?”

Moving to Russellville, Ark., at age 22, he continued battling his demons. He finally wound up at the Hoover Treatment Center in 
2004. The only licensed, faith-based provider of its kind in Arkansas, the center provides a structured, 24-hour, intensive residen-
tial and outpatient program that addresses the chemical dependency needs of men and women.

“I was really pretty much beat down,” Payne admits. “I was ready to listen.  
I believed in God but didn’t follow any of his teachings,” he said. “I didn’t 
try to be honest; I didn’t try to do the right thing.  I was ignorant to the 
fact that I was dying spiritually.”

Payne realized he had to change. “I opened my mind, and I started trying 
to pray, started trying to meditate and then, most importantly, I started 
trying to act as if I was righteous, so to speak. I tried not to lie. I tried not 
to harm folks. I tried to be a good father.”

Today, Payne works full-time as a counselor at Will’s House, also related to 
Hoover. Will’s House provides supportive housing for men and women in 
recovery, some of whom have spent time in prison. Payne supplements his 

income by delivering newspapers at night.

He also leads recovery group meetings at the church. It’s a natural fit. “I’ve been there. I’ve been homeless. I’ve been crack-addict-
ed. I’ve been an absent parent. I’ve had no hope,” he tells the group.

“I know that someone had to love me ’til I could love myself. And that’s what I try to do with the people that come through our 
doors.”

Payne has custody of his son, Errin, who plays football at Central High. Nurturing the father-son relationship is high on this dad’s 
list. He wants things to be different for Errin, who will graduate next spring.

Mississippi United Methodist congregations are asked to live into the connection by collecting an offering this Sunday for Hu-
man Relations Day.  The Mississippi Advance number is 76.  Checks can be mailed to The MS Annual Conference office, 320-A 
Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

McAlilly Names Christie Vance 
VP and CFO of MMSS   

Stephen L. McAlilly, President & CEO of the Missis-
sippi Methodist Senior Services, Inc. recently named 
Christie Vance as the new Vice President for Finance 
and Chief Financial Officer for Mississippi Methodist 
Senior Services, Inc. Vance is a fourteen-year veteran employee with MMSS, serving as Director of Accounting and, Interim VP 
for Finance on two occasions.   

Prior to joining MMSS Christie was an accountant with Watkins Ward and Stafford, CPA, and worked on the MMSS audit for 
four years. As Director of Accounting, Vance has had oversight of the day-to-day operations of all accounting functions, assisted 
with several major bond financing projects, HUD, constructions projects, and Medicaid and Medicare licensing. She was also 
responsible for the MMSS budget process.
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Payne works as a counselor at Will’s House.



Vance’s prior service gives her a wide range of experience and gifts needed by MMSS. One of her greatest assets is her strongly 
demonstrated commitment to the Mission and Ministry of MMSS. Vance received her Bachelor of Accountancy from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi.

She is married to Corey Vance. They have two daughters, Abby, age eleven, and Olivia, age five. She is active in her local church 
serving as Sunday school teacher and on the Building Committee and Activities Committee.

Young Adults Invited to  
Apply for Mission Program 

Young adults may now apply for the 2013 class of Mis-
sion Interns and US-2s. February 15 is the deadline to 
submit application materials for these long-term mis-
sion assignments through the United Methodist General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

Mission Interns will now commit to 25 months of service that include 20 months of international service, followed by two and 
a half months of integration and interpretation in their home country.  US-2s will continue to commit to two years of service in 
the United States. 

Young adults are encouraged prayerfully to consider applying for these programs if they:  
• Are between the ages of 20 and 30, 
• Have a bachelor’s degree or equivalent life experience, 
• Feel called to address the root causes of injustice, 
• Are open to new settings and new perspectives, 
• Want hands-on experience living in Christian community, and feel called to serve with, not to or for others.

Organizations interested in being a placement site are encouraged to apply before March 24.  

For more information and an application, please contact the young adult mission service office at youngadults@umcmission.
org.   Please share this information with any young people whom you think might be interested. 

Program details are available on the Global Ministries website www.umcmission.org. 

Register This Week for “The REST of the Story: Ministry at Jesus’ Pace”
The 2013 Clergy Leadership Conference for Mississippi Conference clergy begins in less than two weeks! “Early Bird” registration 
has been extended to Friday, January 18.   Join your colleagues and our guest keynoter Kirk Byron Jones for two days of learning 
once more what it means to take Jesus’ yoke upon us.  Kirk is a noted teacher, pastor, and author who has found specific, practical 
ways to embrace both the labor and the rest of Jesus’ call. 

The conference begins Monday, January 28 and continues through Wednesday, January 30 at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon.  Full 
information and registration is available at www.centerforministry.com.  You may also call the Center for Ministry at 601-974-
1488.  

Galloway Features Paraplegics’  
Convoy of Hope   

Galloway UMC invites you to hear Rich Dixon share his Convoy of Hope message, 
Thursday, January 24, 9:00 a.m. at Galloway UMC, 305 North Congress Street, 
Jackson, MS.

This event is open to all and will take place simultaneously with Galloway’s Grace 
Place Ministry.  What better opportunity to meet the Grace Place friends and hear 
the message Rich Dixon shares:  What can the human spirit accomplish when it 
looks beyond limitations and sees possibility and opportunity? What’s the power of 
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hopes and dreams? Dixon confronts these questions as he pedals his bicycle around the entire perimeter of Florida—using only 
his arms.

Rich Dixon, a retired educator was paralyzed below his chest in a 1987 fall while installing Christmas lights. He will embark Janu-
ary 28 from Jacksonville on FLORIDA HOPE TOUR 2013, the latest project of RICH’S RIDE. Rich uses this tour as a platform to 
share his message of hope and to raise funds and awareness to support Convoy of Hope.

Gospel Concert 
Palestine UMC at 5053 Palestine Road east of Coldwater, MS 38618 (Senatobia District) will host a Gospel concert featuring 
“The Skys,” beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 19.  Everyone is invited and refreshments will be served afterwards.  For 
further information, please call Richard Locke at 662-233-4690.

East and West Jackson Districts Lay Servant School
The East and West Jackson Districts of the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church will sponsor a Lay Servant 
School at Broadmeadow United Methodist on Saturday, March 9, 2013, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The school will feature four classes.

Class size is limited to: 
• Basic - 25 seats
• Advanced - Living Our Belief - 20 seats 
• The Christian-Small Group Leader - 20 seats 
• Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century - 20 seats

Participants must register for classes no later than February 28. Registration will not be available on the day of school. Re-
funds on the registration fee will be granted for cancellations made by February 28, 2013.  After this date no refunds.

Details:  
Location:  Broadmeadow United Methodist Church, 4419 Broadmeadow Drive, Jackson, MS 39206 
Date: Saturday, March 9, 2013 
Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Please arrive between 7:30 a.m.  and 7:45 a.m. for Registration) 
Fee: $30 - Make check payable to the West Jackson District (Lunch will be provided.)

James Meredith Guest Speaker at Revels UMC 

James Meredith, who integrated the University of Mississippi in 1962, will be the guest speaker during an all community event 
at the Revels United Methodist Church, January 17 at 6:00 p.m.  The theme for the evening “A Mission From God.”  There is no 
cost to attend.   Meredith will discuss the future of the Mississippi Delta.  Revels UMC is located at 711 South Broadway Street in 
Greenville. 

Camp Wesley Pines Upcoming Retreat Dates
• Senior High Winter Xtreme:  January 25-27
• Confirmation Retreat: February 1-3
• Junior High Winter Xtreme: February 22-24 

For registration information on any of these retreats, please call 601-892-2341 or email to: wpoffice@wildblue.net.  

Confirmation Retreats Quickly Approaching
Camp Lake Stephens confirmation retreats begin this week and there is still time to register.  Dates are below. Go to 
http://camplakestephens.com/youth-events/confirmation-retreat/ to check out the website. 

January 18-20: Speaker: Rev. Dianne Lemmon, pastor at Wesley UMC in Columbus 
Music: Rev. Lane Davis, youth pastor at Dunwoody UMC in Atlanta

January 25-27: Speaker: Rev. Adam Gordon, pastor at Maples Memorial UMC in Olive Branch 
Music: Rev. Lane Davis, youth pastor at Dunwoody UMC in Atlanta
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Cares & Concerns
Please be in prayer for the sister of Annie B. Clay (Clay 
is secretary of the East and West Jackson Districts). 
Her sister Rita Bland McCall recently had radiation 
and chemotherapy treatments. She was diagnosed with 
breast cancer in October, 2012.

Mrs. Meta Watkins, mother of Rev. Vicki Landrum was admitted to the Baptist Hospital in Jackson. Watkins is affiliated with the 
West Jackson District. Please keep Mrs. Watkins in your prayers.

Mrs. Nelda Bailey, widow of Rev. Elder Leo Bailey is currently recovering from a stroke she suffered several weeks ago. She’s a pa-
tient at Methodist Rehabilitation in Jackson. She is also the mother of Rev. Jamie Bailey of Scooba/Binnsville (Meridian District). 
Please keep the Bailey family in your thoughts and prayers.

Please be in prayer for Rev. Hubert and Mary Rutherford (Meridian District). Rev. Rutherford was recently released from the 
hospital after his heartbeat became irregular and stopped. Rev. Rutherford is home recouperrating. Mrs. Rutherford is in general 
bad health.

Rev. Elbrist Mason’s brother, Woodie Sim Mason, passed away, Friday January 4, 2013 in Macon, MS. Services were conducted 
Saturday January 12, 2013 at Faithful United Church Ministry, Crawford MS. Please keep the Mason family lifted in prayer.

Sue Cox, spouse of Rev. Jim Cox (Lula/Friars Point, Senatobia District), has passed away after a lengthy illness. Her service will be 
on January 26, 2013 at Cockrum UMC, visitation at 1:00 p.m. and service at 3:00 p.m.

Rev. Howard McKee, retired local pastor who served in the Meridian District for several years, passed away Saturday, January 12. 
He McKee was laid to rest on Tuesday, Jan. 15 at Robert Barham Family Funeral Home. The family requests memorials are made 
to Andrews Chapel UMC cemetery fund or the Messiac Jewish Alliance Association. Family and friends may sign the online guest 
book at robertbarhamffh.com.

Methodist Tested Recipes
Crustless Egg Custard Pie 

Mix sugar and flour with mixer. Add margarine and vanilla. Mix until smooth. Add eggs, one at a time, mixing after each 
egg. Add milk. Pour into pie pan. Sprinkle top with nutmeg. Bake at 325 degrees for 20 minutes. Turn back to 200 degrees 
for 20 minutes. (Sometimes it may take a little longer to bake than the recipe calls for.)

 – By Anita Loti in ‘Trinity Treasures from the Kitchen’ published by the Serenity Circle of  Picayune Trinity UMC

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.
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4 eggs
1  1/2 c. sugar
1/2 stick margarine, 
melted

1 tsp. vanilla
1/2 c. flour, self-rising
2 cups milk


